A CIP catalog record for this book is available from the British Library. Artist Statement: The art I designed for the cover of this book is part of a series of works titled Signs of Our Times. This series of original paintings draws from visual elements-graffiti and other street art, signs, posters-collected in my travels in North America, Europe, and Japan to create phenomenological collages of contemporary urban life. Rather than focusing on my own engagement with landscapes in different parts of the world, this particular collage, however, references key elements of the book's journey through reality television, news coverage of disaster, global magazines, French rap, and Japanese animation. Taken as a whole, the image illustrates the hybrid and polysemic nature of global culture. John Darling-Wolf
